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desirable to tie the hands of the board as to its policy,
while one woman representative favoured the making of
appointments solely according to the qualifications of candi-
tions and regardless of sex.

2V<M .ZMMM;KO<9 Bill.
A meeting of medical men of Lancashire and Cheshire was

held on Saturday, Nov. 18th, in Manchester. The meeting
had been called-
in view of the facts that the Government has entirely failed to satisfy
the medical profession in the scheme of medical benefits proposed in
the National Insurance Bill; that it has not met the requirements of
the British Medical Association ; and, further, that Members of Parlia-
ment and the public are in ignorance of the universal dissatisfaction
existing in the profession, and its inability to work under the Bill as
at present drafted.

The demands on which the meeting insisted were the six
cardinal points which have already been formulated by the
British Medical Association. The meeting was attended by
more than a thousand members and was presided over by
Mr. G. A. Wright, of Manchester. Dr. E. S. Reynolds, of

Manchester, proposed the following resolution, which was
passed :-
That in the opinion of this meeting the National Insurance Bill as

cat present framed does not satisfactorily embody the demands of the
medical profession, as defined in the " six cardinal points" formulated
by the British Medical Association; that the scheme of the Bill in its
present form is unworkable and will create a condition of affairs not
only detrimental to the medical profession. but also dangerous to the
public health-therefore this meeting of the medical profession of
Lancashire and Cheshire expresses its determinatlon, in the event of
the Bill becoming law in its present form, to unite with the whole of
the profession in declaring its inability to undertake the duties which
the Bill proposes to assign to it.
Nov. 21st. 

__________________

WALES.

(FROM OUR OWN OORRESPONDENT.)

Breakitooks7i,ire School .J:fedioal Inspection.
THE population of the county of Brecknock is approaching

60,000, so that it is not surprising to find the school medical
officer, Mr. J. C. Bridge, who is also county medical officer of
health, reporting to the local education authority that he
finds it impossible single-handed to follow up satisfactorily
those children whom he finds on inspection to be defective.
Of the children already examined by him, and whose parents
have been advised to seek for them medical treatment, only
23 per cent. followed this advice. He has suggested to the
authority that the homes of the children in question should
be visited by a nurse, who might persuade the parents to have
their children medically attended to. He has endeavoured
to obtain for this purpose the services of the district nurses,
and although in a few instances the district nursing com-
mittees have agreed to this course his proposals have not met
with much encouragement.

Honorary IJe!frees- University oj Wales.
At the graduation ceremony of the University of Wales,

held at Bngor, the honorary degree of LL.D. was con-

ferred upon Sir Isambard Owen, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Bristol, who was one of the founders of and
for several years senior deputy chancellor of the University of
Wales. The honorary degree of D.Sc. was conferred on Dr.
W. T. Edwards, the senior medical practitioner in Cardiff,
who was largely instrumental in establishing the medical
school at Cardiff.

A milk Dep6tfor Cardiff.
About four years ago the medical officer of health of

Cardiff. Dr. E. Walford, reported to the Cardiff corporation
upon the desirability of establishing an infants’ milk dep6t
in the town. He then pointed out that to sell pasteurised or
.. humanised" " milk in a municipal milk depot without any
medical control, as was being done in some English towns, i
seemed to be a waste of money, for there appeared to be no
means of knowing whether the results were good or bad.
He urged, however, that in the first instance there should be I
established an infant consultation, following the example of J
similar institutions in France. This suggestion was adopted 1

by the corporation, and an infant consultation was started 1
which has since been doing excellent work under the super- 1
vision of Dr. Elizabeth Elder, who has been assisted <

by a staff of lady health visitors. Within the past few J
months the question of providing a municipal milk-supply i

for all persons, and not only for infants, has been under the
consideration of the health committee of the corporation, and
Dr. E. Walford was instructed to report as to the practic-
ability of such a scheme. His report has recently been
issued, and in it, after describing the Rochester (New York)
municipal milk-supply and the Danish method of cooperation
among dairy-farmers, he pointed out that although the
supply of milk on a large scale to all classes of the com-
munity under conditions similar to those in force in Denmark
was a most desirable end to attain, it was a scheme which
properly belonged to private enterprise, and at present, at
any rate, seemed to be beyond the legitimate scope of

municipal sanitary administration. He asserted, moreover,
that no legal powers existed authorising municipalities to
carry on the business of milk purveyors to the inhabitants of
the district under their control. He strongly urged, how-
ever, that a milk depot should be started in connexion with
the infant consultation, so that there might be complete super-
vision of every detail in the supply of milk from the time it
left the cow until it reached the consumer.
Nov. 20th. 

___ _____

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN OORRESPONDENTS.)

-Edinburgh University Oourt.
THE Edinburgh University Court met on Nov. 13th.

After the adoption of a commemorative minute with refer-
ence to the late Dr. Joseph Bell, and recording its

appreciation of the services rendered by him to the Uni-
versity, the Court again considered the question of inclusive
fees, but no decision has been made public. Various appli-
cations for recognition as lecturers were granted, including
those of Dr. W. Ford Robertson, Edinburgh, as a lecturer on
the Pathology of the Brain and Nervous System and Bacterio-
logy in its Relation to Mental Diseases ; and of Miss Winifred
Muirhead, L. R. O. P. & S. Edin., on Bacteriology in its Rela-
tion to Mental Diseases. Both these courses are to qualify
for the recently established Diploma in Psychiatry.

Royal Vioto’J’ia Hospital for Consumption, Edinburgh.
The annual report of the Royal Victoria Hospital for

Consumption contains an interesting account of the progress
of the Edinburgh anti-tuberculosis scheme. With the

original Victoria Dispensary as a centre, the committee of
management has a network of agencies which appear likely
rapidly to acquire a complete supervision of the tuberculosis
existing in the city. At the dispensary are seen such patients
as are suitable cases for treatment at home. There also is
carried out the march past" of members of households in
which cases of tuberculosis have occurred, and by this
means early cases are at once detected. From the dis-

pensary notification of fresh cases is made to the public
health authorities of the city. A close cooperation is now
maintained between the dispensary and the public health
department, the records of the dispensary being at the
service of the medical officer of health of the city, while in
return the municipality has granted towards the working
expenses of the dispensary an annual sum of Z450. From the
dispensary cases suitable for sanatorium treatment are

drafted to the Royal Victoria Hospital, and advanced cases
are sent to the Hospital for Advanced Cases, which is supported
by the municipality. A farm colony is maintained for the
further treatment of sanatorium patients, and this agency
during its first year has fully proved its value. A dental

department has now been opened at the Royal Victoria
Hospital, at which the teeth of every patient are carefully
inspected and treated. The school for tuberculous children
within the grounds of the hospital has continued to prove a
great success, and without exception every child has done well.
A staff of physicians and nurses attached to the dispensary
undertakes visiting of the homes of the patients. During the
past year 2242 visits were paid by the medical officers, and
5273 by the nurses. With regard to the expenses of the
hospital and dipensary, the committee reports a reduction in
the cost per patient of .&3 5s. 7d. during the year ; but not-
withstanding this, the ordinary expenditure exceeded the
ordinary income by the sum of .62090. The farm colony,
for the maintenance of which a separate fund was instituted,
will, it is hoped, soon pay its own expenses.
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The Sir John Struthers Leotwreship.
The first of the lectures under the Sir John Struthers

lectureship was delivered before the Royal College of Surgeons
of Edinburgh on Nov. 17th by Professor Arthur Keith,
conservator of the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons
of England. Professor Keith took as his subject " Anatomy in
Scotland during the Life and Times of Sir John Struthers."
The chair was taken by Mr. George A. Berry, the President,
and among those present were Principal Sir William Turner ;
Sir James Russell, Edinburgh; Professor A. Robinson,
Edinburgh ; Professor Johnson Symington, Belfast ; Pro-
fessor J. Musgrove, St. Andrews ; and Professor R. W. Reid,
Aberdeen. The lecturer showed that at the time when
John Struthers, in 1841, commenced the study of medicine
the study of anatomy was still in its infancy. The

development of the human embryo was almost unknown,
the body was supposed to consist of "textures" and
humours, and fossil remains of man were unknown. In the

succeeding years the anatomists one by one became
followers of Darwin, and gradually there took place a
revolution in the world of anatomy- a revolution in which
Scotland played her part and in which there had been no
more courageous rebel than Sir John Struthers, the founder
of that lecture. Until the day of his death in 1899 Sir John
Struthers fought continuously for freedom to teach and to
carry on research. The problems of anatomy were yielding
most rapidly to those who used the experimental method, and
the modern anatomist had to study the living as well as the
dead body. At the close of the lecture Sir William Turner
expressed the thanks of the meeting to Professor Keith.

Scarlet Fever in Aberdeen.
For some time scarlet fever and measles have been epidemic

in Aberdeen to an unusual extent. For the last four weeks
there have been 257 cases of scarlet fever notified.

Representative to the General Medical Council.
The Aberdeen University Court has appointed Professor

J. T. Cash, dean of the medical faculty, to be a repre-
sentative of the university on the General Medical Council in
place of Professor D. W. Finlay. I

The Inclusive Fee: Effect in Aberdeen. 
The Scottish Universities have agreed to institute the 

I
inclusive fee in Arts and Science, but in view of the great
difficulties in fixing an inclusive fee for medicine the
Universities Courts, at their conference in July, resolved
on deferring the establishment of an inclusive fee in
Medicine, or Arts and Medicine, or Science and Medicine.
The Treasury has refused to permit this, and Aberdeen, in
common with the other Universities, has received a letter
expressing satisfaction with the progress made in adjusting
matters so far as the present year is concerned ; but as

regards the additional grant to be provided for the Uni-

versity in the forthcoming financial year and later, it trusts
that the system which has been accepted with regard to the
faculties of Science and Arts will be extended and brought
into operation simultaneously with the other-namely, from
the beginning of the academic year 1912-13. The Treasury
is therefore making next year’s grant conditional on the
inclusive fee being adopted for all the faculties. In Aberdeen
the introduction of the inclusive fee of 30 guineas in Arts
and 40 guineas with honours will entail a heavy loss
in fees, as students have been accustomed to take a

larger number of classes than the bare minimum for the
degree, and have paid, or been paid for by the Carnegie
trustees, separately for each class. It is estimated that the
loss in Aberdeen will be not less than E1000 a year. In
St. Andrews and Glasgow the sum of 30 guineas is about the
average of the fees usually paid, and these Universities will
not suffer as Aberdeen will. On this point being shown to
the Treasury, the reply was that the loss could be made good
out of the new grant; but the Universities contend that this
grant was needed for quite different purposes, and that it is
unfair of the Treasury to give a new grant, and then attach
conditions which detract from its value.

Aberdeen Medioal Men and Contrccot Medical Practice.
A circular in the following terms has been sent to all

members of the Aberdeen branch of the British Medical
Association: "At a meeting of the Aberdeen division, held
in the Medico-Chirurgical Society’s Hall, 29, King-street,
on Tuesday, 14th inst, the question of the family medical

fund in connexion with Friendly Society lodges was under
consideration. The meeting unanimously resolved that the
time was ripe to terminate this form of contract medical

practice. The following motion was also carried unani-
mously : ’ That the secretary circularise all practitioners
within three miles of the city boundary to give their
adherence to the following : First, to decline to act as
medical officer to a Family Medical Fund in connexion
with a Friendly Society. Second, to give a pledge not to
compete for a Friendly Society Lodge against a colleague
holding the appointment at present.’ It may be stated
that, so far as can be ascertained, all the medical men
holding Friendly Society appointments within the city were
present save five. You are requested to return the fly-leaf,
signed." The pledges contained in the fly-leaf are as follows :
" 1. I hereby pledge myself not to act as medical officer to a
Family Medical Fund in connexion with a Friendly Society.
2. I hereby pledge myself not to compete for a Friendly
Society Lodge against a colleague at present holding the
appointment. 

"

Baldovan Institution, Dzcndee.
Dr. John Macpherson, His Majesty’s Commissioner in

Lunacy, recently visited Baldovan Institution for the Treat-
ment, Education, and Training of Imbecile Children. He

reports that his visit produced a favourable impression, not
only of the management, which is thorough and devoted, but
of the growing importance and progress of the institution.
There were many evidences that the institution was becoming
every year better equipped for the important social work for
which it was founded. The children were well dressed and
nourished, the sick carefully tended, and the instruction and
training of those who could benefit by them were assiduous
and regular. He said that the enterprise of the directors, the
good medical care of the inmates, and the single-hearted
devotion of the staff deserved more substantial support and
recognition from Dundee than they at present received.

Consumption and Local Authorities.
At a meeting of the Dundee public health committee, held

on Nov. 14th, the question of the extension of King’s
Cross Hospital was under discussion. It was shown that the

proposed extension-namely, the erection of a pavilion for
advanced cases of phthisis and a pavilion for measles, each
containing 4U beds, the erection of a new home for nurses of
40 bedrooms, and the provision of additional servants’
accommodation-would cost about .616,000, with a first cost of
furnishing of &pound;1600, and a cost of maintenance and staffing
of &pound;3043. Dr. C. Templeman, the medical officer of health,
advised the postponing of the whole question of providing
for phthisis meantime. He said that he was of opinion that
in a very short time the Local Government Board would throw
the responsibility of dealing with phthisis entirely upon local
authorities, which he thought might mean a more serious
burden upon local authorities than any of them imagined.
Ii the course of further discussion it was stated that by
leaving out the phthisis pavilion the primary cost would be
reduced by .E6000 and the cost of maintenance by f’.1500.
This it was agreed to do. The Order for England issued by
the Local Government Board on Nov. 16th making notifica-
tion of pulmonary tuberculosis compulsory and giving certain
powers, such as to supply medical assistance, facilities, and
such articles as may be necessary, with a view to prevent-
ing infection or removing predisposing conditions, and of
appointing additional officers. fulfils Dr. Templeman’s pre-
diction. A like Order for Scotland may follow at any time.
Nov. 21st. 

___________________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Medioal Profession and the Insurance Bill for Ireland.1
THE extraordinarily uncertain and topsy-turvy condition

of the National Insurance Bill is well illustrated in the
wonderful changes that have taken place in the method of
its application to Ireland. At first, when the Bill was intro-
duced, medical benefits applied to that country ; then the

1 On Nov. 22nd we received the following telegram from our local
correspondent : " On Nov. 21st the Conjoint Committee of the British
Medical Association and the Irish Medical Association passed a resolu-
tion in Dublin approving the restoration of medical benefits for Ireland,
and on behalf of the profession in Ireland accepting the measure under
the same conditions as shall be acceptable in Great Britain."


